Dundee Astronomical Society AGM 27th March 2026 Mills Observatory

June Gilchrist welcomed everyone to the AGM
Apologies for Absence
Andrew Heenan and Pam Foster
Minutes of the AGM 28th March 2025
These were accepted without amendment.
Chair’s report presented by June Gilchrist
Welcome everyone to the Dundee Astronomical Society 2026 Annual General Meeting.  I am very pleased to say that the 2025-26 season has been considerably quieter and less stressful than the immediately previous year.  
A major improvement for us has been the removal of the large, intrusive and generally useless, curved wall from the meeting room, allowing everyone to spread out a bit and giving us the possibility of increasing our membership without running foul of the fire regulations.  
Following on from the enormous numbers of visitors who came to the planetarium evenings at the end of last season, the numbers for this season dropped considerably, although this coincided with dreadful sky conditions.   Consequently, it was heartening to see that the numbers of the public increased with the better evenings towards the end of the season, suggesting that this did not reflect a decline in interest, but just awful skies.
We have continued with our special interest group in astrophotography.  The overall truly dreadful sky conditions have led understandably to some considerable frustration in the group, but members have seized every opportunity to produce some beautiful work.
Our committee has continued to work hard over the past year and it is my pleasure to record my grateful thanks to all of them.  I have never served on a committee where everyone turned up at every meeting.  A Chair’s dream, as it makes decision making and discussion so much easier and more effective. 
Again, my first thanks are to David Paterson, our hard-working Society Secretary.  David is always there to help out in any way he can and it is much appreciated by the whole committee.
I am sure that everyone would agree that this year, David has continued his run of producing excellent programmes of top-class speakers for us.  This year he has had some difficult and unexpected last-minute changes to his programme requiring some juggling, but he has managed to sort this out without any interruption to our enjoyment.  I am sure everyone would like to thank you for this, as well as for the smooth operation of the AV system by way of the mysterious rucksack full of leads.  David of course has also collected speakers, organised accommodation and evening meals as required.  Thank you very much for all of this.
Our treasurer, Graeme McAteer keeps our financial records in good order and ensures the Society has the best placed accounts, for its needs.  This is not always the simple process it might appear at first sight.  He also produces clear and simple to follow financial reports, a major benefit to any organisation.  Graeme also assists with any of our IT requirements.  Graeme also organises our meeting tea breaks.  These are really important social breaks for us and much appreciated.
Of course, any Astronomical Society needs to be kept up to date about what is upcoming in the sky, for us to get outside and view.  Our Director of Observations Brian Kelly, provides us with excellent sky notes which are clear and would encourage anyone to get out there and have a look.  Indeed, Brian’s Sky Notes are so well presented and a joy to listen to in themselves, that they go a long way to making up, for what you then actually miss seeing, due to impenetrable cloud cover. 
Phil Rourke continues to produce first rate minutes of the talks presented by our guest speakers.  These are of great value to anyone who could not be there in person, but also serve to keep the continuous record of the activities of the Society intact.  Phil also produces the minutes of our committee meetings, which are not only a written record of the meetings, but act as reminders to us all of what it was, we agreed to do.  Always helpful.
Graham Young continues to keep an eye on what is happening about the Society’s books which are stored at the Mills, and displays any books, which are relevant to the topic of the guest speaker of the evening, which is a great idea.
Our website manager, Tony Hayes, has kept the website current with our Sky Notes, from Brian Kelly, Planetary Notes from Alan Clitherow and Lunar Notes from Ken Kennedy, as well as the image of the month and all the other website updating as required.  As well as a special anniversary calendar for this the Society’s 70th Anniversary year, he has made a range of commemorative items to celebrate the anniversary, ranging from clocks to coasters.  We are grateful to the work you have put in to bring this about.
Pam Foster organised our rota for attending the Public Engagement evenings at the Mills.  This is an especially useful exercise as we are still providing the same service, but with fewer volunteers. Pam also serves as an ordinary committee member, who along with our other ordinary members, Ken Kennedy and Allan Brown, have been terrific with their input to discussions.  My thanks to all of them for fulfilling this important role.
Special thanks to Jeanette Noble as I felt that this year we had a particularly splendid Christmas Quiz.  The extensive range of topics covered, along with the increase in the number of quiz questions was greatly appreciated, as it provided an increased opportunity to get some correct answers.  Again, this was ably presented by Graham Young, and was a great fun evening.
Thanks also to those of the Society who have volunteered to help out at the public engagement evenings.  These evenings are an important channel to introduce the subject of astronomy to the public, both young and old and it is always rewarding to be greeted with enthusiasm.  If anyone fancies coming along and joining in, these evenings are much more fun than perhaps one might have thought.
This year Pam Foster has decided to stand down from the committee, to give her more time to spend with her family, in particular with her grandchildren, which probably also translates as spending more time with them engaged in all things astronomical.
Pam has been on the DAS committee since 2007.  She became treasurer from 2008 for the next 7 years.  After that, she rejoined the committee from 2021 until the present.  Pam has been a valuable member over that time, contributing much to committee work and always in a timely fashion.
For years Pam has been travelling to our Society meetings and committee meetings from Pitlochry, in all of the usual array of winter weather, more recently from what she sees as the short trip from Carnoustie.  She will continue to be a member of the Society but for someone as conscientious as Pam, she will be able to relax a bit more when the A9 throws awful weather conditions at her.   
We look forward to seeing you here as often as the vagaries of the weather will allow.  On behalf of the Society, I would like to thank you for all you have done for the DAS.
This year sees a big change for me, as I have decided to stand down as chair.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time which has flown by, although it is actually the last 8 years.  I have always believed that there is a time to stop and hand over to someone new who can bring new ideas and a new approach to the society.  Like so many things it is possible to outstay your welcome and let things become stale.  It has been an interesting journey, if a bit bumpy at times with the shutter of the Mills failing forcing the building to close, the awful pandemic with the Zoom meetings and then the 12 orange chairs here, socially distant, and even worse, the threat of permanent closure of the Mills.  You can see why I am so grateful to have had a friendly, hardworking and committed committee.  Although I would admit it was easier as chair than the 2 years as Secretary I did previously.
The DAS has an illustrious past and has reached the remarkable milestone of its 70th anniversary this year, and I am sure it will go on to achieve more great things in the future.  
It has been a real honour and a pleasure and I wish the Society every possible good wish into the future. 
I look forward to seeing as many people as can get along to our anniversary celebration in August.
My last thank you is to everyone for all of the support I have had from the Society.
I wish everyone an excellent and a very happy summer.
Secretary’s Report presented by David Paterson
The 2025 – 2026 Winter Season has been a little chaotic, with several changes of speaker and rescheduling of talks, which I apologise for and hope it hasn’t caused too much confusion.

It’s been another year of good attendances, especially now we have a bit more room, and we’ve had an interesting selection of speakers and topics.
The season opened with a talk by Riccarda Beckmann from Royal Observatory Edinburgh, explaining her research into black holes, and in particular the role that their spin plays in the evolution of the galaxies in which they are embedded.
The second meeting of October was a talk by Mark Booth of the UK Astronomy and Technology Centre in Edinburgh, looking at the solar system beyond Neptune, and what we know about the Kuiper Belt, Oort Cloud and the minor planets such as Pluto that inhabit this largely unexplored region.
The next meeting was a rescheduled Members’ Evening, as the speaker who I had lined up for this date was unable to make it, and I was unable to find a substitute at short notice. As always, we had some interesting talks from our members, starting with Phil Rourke on observing Sudden Ionospheric Disturbances caused by solar flares. Alan Clitherow then gave us a look at a new instrument he had recently purchased – a spectroheliograph, which is used to create full-disk solar images in very specific and controllable spectral wavelengths.
For the second November meeting we were visited by Danny Horta Harrington from Royal Observatory Edinburgh whose subject was “galactic archaeology”, and he explained the meaning of this term as exploring the remnants of galaxies which have merged with our own Milky Way in the past, but which can still be identified as having originated separately.
The December meeting was our regular Christmas Quiz and social evening. Once again, our brains were tested with some interesting and challenging questions, the quiz being set by Jeanette Noble and presented by Graham Young.
Our first meeting of January was another rescheduling, with Graham Young stepping in to deliver his annual Librarian’s Lecture earlier than planned, as the Members’ Evening had been moved to November. Graham looked at the life and times of Thomas Henderson, the Dundee born astronomer who was the first to measure stellar parallax, and also the first Astronomer Royal for Scotland.
January’s second meeting was a visit by an interesting character – Scot Acton from STFC Edinburgh, who was one of the key engineers on the optical system of the James Webb Space Telescope, and also went on a round-the-world cycling tour, stopping off in various places to give talks about the telescope. An interesting combination of science, engineering, astronomy, and travelogue.
Our first February meeting was a talk by Hong-Gang Yang from the University of Edinburgh, going through the history of the universe from the big bang to the present day, and specifically how we’ve been able to learn so much about it, from earliest observations to the highly complex instruments we use today. A very well put-together history of astronomy.

The next meeting was our only St Andrews speaker this season – Ryan MacDonald. His talk was on current research into the atmospheres of extra-solar planets, and the search for possible extra-terrestrial life. He described the wide variety of planet types and atmospheres we’ve so far discovered, and the hope that the detection of a bio-signature is not too far away.
The season ended with a talk by Brian Kelly, who stepped in to fill the gap left by a speaker who also had to drop out. Brian gave a talk on the life and times of George Ellery Hale, the pioneering American astronomer who made significant advances in solar astronomy and invented the spectroheliograph.
It’s been another interesting Winter Talks programme, with a wide range of topics covered by a group of very skilled presenters. Finally, I’m very grateful to Graham Young and Brian Kelly for helping to keep it all going when various speakers dropped out. Fingers crossed for smooth sailing next Winter.
Treasurer’s Report presented by Graeme McAteer
Graeme McAteer provided an up-to-date summary of the accounts which have previously been sent to all members via email. The important points being we have a surplus this year of £281 with total income of £659. Cash in the bank is £6507 and cash in hand is £52. We switched bank this year to the Royal Bank of Scotland to obtain free banking.
At present David Paterson and Graeme McAteer are the officers of the account.
We have 25 paid up members an increase of 3 from last year and no increase in membership fees for this year is needed. Fees are £20 full and £10 reduced.
15 calendars were sold. 70th anniversary merchandise sold for £57 with a profit of £32
Lecturer expenses cap is recommended to remain at £100.
Lecturer expenses this year £299, tea expenses £23 and £27 income from book sales.
Minute Secretary’s report presented by Phil Rourke
Phil Rourke explained two sets of outstanding minutes will be completed soon and these will appear in due course on the website. All society minutes are in his possession. Printed copies have been made of minutes and most minutes are stored on personal cloud back up and local computer. Historical minutes available in handwritten notebooks have previously been scanned and copied to cloud storage.
Director of Observations Report presented by Brian Kelly
Perhaps the most notable sky phenomena during the 2025-26 season have been the clouds! I think most observers will agree that this has been one of the cloudiest winters of recent years, especially in the period after New Year when we suffered from several weeks of continuous cloud cover.
However stalwart DAS observers have been making the most of observing opportunities when they can, as can be testified by looking back through the Imaging Group’s posts on What’s App. This season we have had both Saturn and especially Jupiter as well-placed planetary targets, with Alan Clitherow in particular obtaining some quite spectacular images of the giant planet with the DAS 11-inch telescope.  In late September and into October we also were able to enjoy a reasonably bright comet in the evening skies, when Comet Lemmon became easily visible in binoculars and was another popular imaging target for members. 
Although the Sun has continued to be relatively active despite its decline from solar maximum, we haven’t been treated to quite such amazing auroral displays as we saw during the 2024-25 season, but members have still been able to record a few aurorae this winter. Further out, into the Deep Sky, DAS members Phil Rourke, Alan Clitherow, Bryan Lawrence and Ken Kennedy   have been producing some quite stunning images of nebulae, while Pam Foster and Allan Brown have been showing us the remarkable results that can be achieved with the SeeStar smart scopes. All of these images by members of course also receive a wider audience through Tony’s annual calendar and by being featured on the DAS website.
 Phil, who coordinates the DAS Imaging Group, would be happy to add any interested member to the What’s App group so please get involved and share your images, whatever the subject and whatever the level you work at.      
During the year I have also tried to encourage everyone to observe as much as possible (cloud permitting!) through the monthly Sky Notes emailed out during the winter season, and the Friday night presentations after our talks. So, I’d just like to finish by reminding everyone that telescopes and/or specialist imaging equipment are not a requirement for observing – there is a great deal of pleasure to be had in just exploring the night sky with the naked eye or binoculars and noting (or drawing) what you see. So, I hope all DAS members will continue to go out and enjoy the beauty of the sky at whatever level you wish, and as Director of Observations, I’m happy to provide any advice or support that I can, so please feel free to get in touch.
Librarian’s Report presented by Graham Young
Graham explained that 7 books have been loaned out this season and £27 raised from the sale of 7 books. Thanks are due to Pam Foster for donating BAA journals to the library. Graham thanked Jeanette Noble for writing the Christmas quiz questions which he presents at the Christmas meeting which is a social event. Graham also thanked Phil Rourke for recording the lecture meetings in detail which helps when looking back at meetings and remembering what went on. Graham also thanked Brian Kelly for his monthly sky notes which are a great review of what to look out for and at least we know what is going on even if cloud prevents us from seeing it with our own eyes.
Web Manager’s report presented by Tony Hayes
Tony Hayes started by explaining he would be standing down as webmaster next season since he was finding it difficult to edit documents and manage the website with deteriorating eyesight. He also acknowledged the help of members who provide the material for the website as the website is really a product of members activities. He also made an appeal for anyone who could loan him a tripod for binocular viewing as he was now using binoculars with suitable filters to observe the Sun. Allan Brown indicated he had brought two tripods along for Tony to borrow.
Ken Kennedy asked if Tony can still produce 70th anniversary merchandise. Tony said this would still be possible if there were any further orders.
Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members
Chair		Ken Kennedy proposed Allan Brown seconded by Phil Rourke
		Allan Brown accepted the post without opposition.
Secretary	June Gilchrist proposed David Paterson seconded by Graham Young
		David Paterson accepted the post without opposition.
Treasurer	Graham Young proposed Graeme McAteer seconded by Brian Kelly
		Graeme McAteer accepted the post without opposition.
Director of Observations
		Phil Rourke proposed Brian Kelly seconded by Graeme McAteer
		Brian Kelly accepted the post without opposition.
Librarian	Jeanette Noble proposed Graham Young seconded by David Paterson
		Graham Young accepted the post without opposition.
Minute Secretary
		David Paterson proposed Phil Rourke seconded by Ken Kennedy
		Phil Rourke accepted the post without opposition.
Committee members
		David Paterson proposed Tony Hayes to continue with web manager duties
		Seconded by Graham Young Tony Hayes accepted.
		Ken Kennedy proposed June Gilchrist seconded by Brian Kelly
		June Gilchrist accepted.
		Graeme McAteer proposed Ken Kennedy seconded by Graham Young
		Ken Kennedy accepted.
Ken Kennedy thanked June on behalf of the society for her leadership through challenging times. The difficulties of COVID and keeping the society going followed by uncertainty about the funding of the Mills. June has been very involved helping the Dundee City Council managers responsible for running the Mills to obtain funding from various organizations.
There being no further candidates for election to the committee the meeting considered
Any Other Competent Business
Graham Young indicated he was willing to provide another talk for next season and David Paterson thanked Graham for the early offer which helps when planning next seasons speakers.
Ken Kennedy explained Paul Campbell who manages the Mills Observatory has yet to confirm dates for six proposed summer talks which we will be providing for the public at the Mills. There may be difficulties in staffing the Mills for these talks. These talks are all at the beginner level and suitable for the general public and we hope we may attract a few new members. We will take the opportunity to provide handouts about the DAS.
David Paterson explained that all our guest speakers are very happy with the screen area and the quality of the projected image. David indicated he may obtain special screen paint to paint the screen area on the wall as this can further enhance projected images.
Phil Rourke wished to record in the AGM minutes that the former DAS observatory at the Hutton Crop Research facility has been completely dismantled and removed from site. This followed serious damage to the roof and as reinstating the roof would be costly in time and money it was decided to decommission the site. There has been no observing at the site since COVID. Phil Rourke also confirmed he had thanked the facility manager on behalf of the society for his help over the years.
Following the AGM Brian Kelly presented his Sky Notes for the spring and beyond and these will be emailed to members as well as being posted to the website in due course.
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